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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Term 6 has got off to a splendid start!  Since our return to school, the children have               
experienced various visits .  More details about these are included in the main body of the 
newsletter, but I have to say that I could not be more proud of our school community.  Our 
teachers and volunteers noted the exemplary behaviour of all our pupils during their visits to 
the beach. I have already passed on my congratulations to the children personally.  They have 
certainly evidenced that they have demonstrated our core values of respect, curiosity,           
independence, resilience and ambition beyond the school gates and into the community.  I           
always write about how much effort goes into preparing and conducting these visits to make 
them memorable for the children.  A huge thank you to our staff and to our volunteers who 
supported pupils.  I have it on good authority that a few of the trips resulted in about 18,000 
steps being completed in one day!  A well-deserved rest was needed after that considerable 
effort-thank you! 

 
This term, we look forward to a number of events where we ask you to join us; we have our 
sports afternoons planned for next week.  You should have received a letter last Friday         
detailing the timings for the sports afternoons.  Completing sporting activities is extremely 
important for our children.  They will welcome your warm support and encouragement as they 
participate in their events.   
 

The school garden to the rear of the school, developed by our pupils last term, is beginning 
to take shape.  The winning designs have been combined.  Mr Platt and his team are        
currently working on a pathway which will enable raised planters to be accessed all year 
round.   

Fundraising and volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PTFA have done a marvellous job setting up a range of fundraising events since they 
formed in April.  Team members are currently planning the Summer Fayre which will take 
place on Friday 14th July.  All fundraising is being completed so that the school can        
purchase playground markings for the children in both the EYFS/KS1 and KS2 areas.  
Achieving this will be absolutely fantastic and add further value to the experiences that 
the children have during their playtimes.  If you are able to offer some time to run a stall 
at the Summer Fayre, please contact the PTFA using the following email: 
hpppfa@auroraacademies.org 



 

There are the most amazing prizes on offer for the Grand Raffle.  If you are able to, 
please do try to sell some of the tickets to friends and family.  On Friday 29th June, we 
are holding a non-uniform day in exchange for some tombola gifts for the Summer Fayre.  
The PTFA have sent out their newsletter asking for certain items. We do hope that you are 
able to support this event and help us raise the all-important funds for the children. 
 

  Safeguarding  

Should you ever have any concerns about a child and require advice, you are able to contact      
ChildLine or our school Senior Leadership Team/some members of our Safeguarding Team:           

Mrs. Richardson, Mrs. Crees, Mrs. Williams or Mrs. Morgan.  

Please do refer to the children section on the school website which 
contains advice and support about how to keep your children safe 

online  

Term dates 23/24 

The term dates for the next academic year are now on the school diary.  In addition, we 
have scheduled the Inset dates for the next academic year.   

Term Dates September 2023-July 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Inset Dates September 2023-July 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will notice that the year ends on Friday 20th July rather than Tuesday 23rd of July 
which is the official end of the academic year.  For those who would like to take advantage 
of booking a holiday before the official start of the summer break, the earlier term end 
may benefit.  I am receiving a considerable amount of term time holiday request and I am 
unable to authorise these.  It is also important to understand that absence over a certain 

number of days can result in a fine being issued from the Local Authority.   I thank you for 
your support in ensuring that holidays are booked when the children are not due to be in 

school. 

      



 
 
 

Attendance 

Attendance continues to be a focus for the 
school.  At Heron Park we continue to have 
high expectations related to attendance.  

Our school target is over 95%.   Consistent 
attendance enables pupils to have the best 
chance at realising success now and in their 

futures. 

It is equally important that children are in 
school on time.  Just 5 minutes late each 

day equates to 3 days lost learning across a 
year. 

I do thank you for your commitment in    
ensuring that the children are in school 
each day and on time. Maintaining good    

attendance is very much about a                
partnership between home and school.  

Should you need any support in this area, please do contact our school office. 

 

Sun Safety    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather continues to be warm!  Please ensure that 
your child attends school having had sunscreen applied 
and with a sun hat.  It is also really important that they 
have a water bottle with them too.  Thank you for your 
support with this. 



As always, the newsletter captures some of the wonderful activities that have been 
completed in school in since we returned from half term.  I do hope you enjoy    
having a look at the learning the classes have been completing. I wish you a             
wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing you next week at our forthcoming 
sports days. 
 
 

Kind regards, 

Mrs H Crees 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Residential to Hindleap Warren 
Some of our Year 5 pupils have had the most wonderful experience at Hindleap           
Warren this week.  Mrs Morgan, Mr Bond and Mrs Vitelli accompanied the children and 
have commented on their resilience and ambition throughout the visit.  I was fortunate 
enough to pop up to Hindleap on Wednesday and managed to see the children enjoying a 
very delicious meal and taking some time out playing various games. The excitement was 
palpable.  I would like to pass on my congratulations to all the children for their team-
work and sense of good fun throughout their visit.  I also pass my thanks onto the staff 
for supporting the children across the week. 



Year 6 

Smugglers Adventure 

The Year 6 cohort spent some time in Hastings earlier this week, consolidating their     
understanding of this historical period and how it impacted the locality.  The children 

loved completing this visit and worked hard asking and answering their historical        
questions.  The children also used this opportunity to explore Pirates as characters in 

readiness for their future production of ‘Pirates of the Curry Bean!’  

 

Year 5 

Year 5 visited the Pier this week to find out more regarding the history and geography 
linked to this Eastbourne landmark.  The children composed some very interesting 

questions regarding the coastline and by all accounts 
enjoyed a very welcome ice-lolly during their lunch 

break.  It is clear from  the pictures that the          
geography fieldtrip was gratefully received. 



Year 3 

 

Year 4 

 

 

Year 3 pupils also enjoyed their expedition 
to the Seafront as part of their ‘Postcard 
from the Seaside’ topic.  The children       
developed their geography fieldwork skills 
and answered questions about key features 
along the coastline.  I know that the chil-
dren had a marvellous time! 

Our Year 4 pupils have furthered their map skills over the last two 
weeks, focusing on the specific symbols on local maps to help them 
locate landmarks.  They have also begun a DT topic where they are 
hoping to make jewellery boxes.  As a starting point, the children 
have looked at ready-made boxes to examine how they are put     
together and to consider how they might create their own designs.  
I look forward to seeing the final product! 



Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 2 pupils have been working hard to read the points on a compass and to use this to 
help them navigate from one area of the playground to the other.  The children found it 
extremely interesting to explore the four compass points and where North and South 
were in relation to the school.  They certainly enjoyed directing one another around the 
playground using their new knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 1 pupils are currently exploring how to make puppets with the view to         
designing and making their own.  Having looked at the puppets in class and thought 
about their overall purpose, the children are currently considering their plans and the 
materials they need to create their final puppet design.  We look forward to the            
puppet shows that follow. 

You will have read that all our pupils are currently completing Geography units across 
the setting.  Year 1 are no exception.  The children looked at maps of the school site 
and followed them to locate key landmarks across the school.  I am sure they will look 
forward to developing these skills in year 2 when they look at the importance of the 
compass.  A huge well done to the children. 



Reception 

 

 
 

Nursery 

This week our Nursery children have been reading Handa’s Surprise.  The children have 
really enjoyed tasting specific fruits from the story and have enjoyed experience across 

the setting including exploring a campsite roleplay area.  It was fantastic to see the     
independent skills the children were developing! Of course, independence is one of our 

school values.  Fantastic! 

Reception pupils have been practising their maths 
skills this week, focusing on subtraction.  It is      
wonderful to see the children making use of Numicon 
to establish the difference between two numbers 
and really understand what subtraction means.  Well 
done to all the children! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please can children not bring Prime drinks into school in the                         
mornings. They are not an appropriate drink to consume on the way 
to school and when spilt, they attract insects to the classroom.  

https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-

guide-for-parents.pdf 

Below is a link to ROSPA, a road safety guide for parents should 

you feel you need to use.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 



Diary Dates:  

 

Term 6 

Monday 19th June - Reception Sports Day 1:30pm 

Tuesday 20th June - Sports Day Y1, Y2 & Y3. 12:30pm 

Wednesday 21st June - Y4, Y5 & Y6. 12:30pm 

Friday 30th June - INSET DAY 

Monday 3rd July - INSET DAY 

Friday 14th July -  PTFA Summer Fair -  3:15pm 

Tuesday 18th July -  Y6 Play 1:45pm max 2 tickets 

Wednesday 19th July - Y6 Play 1:45 pm max 2 tickets 

Thursday 20th July - Y6 Leavers Disco 5pm-6:20pm 

Thursday 20th  July—Y6 Leavers presentation 6:20 –

7pm- parents invited.  

Friday 21st July - LAST DAY OF TERM 6  

 

Term 1 

Friday 1st September - INSET DAY 

Monday 4th September - INSET DAY  

Tuesday 5th September - FIRST DAY OF TERM 1 

Friday 20th October - END OF TERM 1 

Monday 30th October - FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 

Friday 10th November - INSET DAY 

FRIDAY 15th December -  LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

Tuesday 2nd January - INSET DAY 

Wednesday 3rd January - FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 

Friday 9th February - END OF TERM 3 

Monday 19th February - FIRST DAY OF TERM 4 

Friday 8th March - INSET DAY 

Thursday 28th March - LAST DAY OF TERM 4 

Monday 15th April -  FIRST DAY OF TERM 5 

Monday 6th May - BANK HOLIDAY 

Friday 24th May - END OF TERM 5 

Monday 3rd June - INSET DAY 

Tuesday 4th June - FIRST DAY OF TERM 6 

Friday 28th June - INSET DAY 

Friday 19th July - LAST DAY OF TERM 6 


