
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

              01.03. 24 

Dear Parents, 

And, within a blink, it is March!  As this is the first newsletter after the half term, I             
wanted to express how wonderful it has been to welcome the children back into school     
after the holiday.  I do hope that you all managed to have a good break.  I will say that    
pupils seem very refreshed since their return.  Although we are only at the point where two 
weeks of this term have passed, plenty of fantastic learning has been taking place already!  
I was taken aback by Year 4 pupils last week who are readily exploring who invented the 
light bulb.  On one of my classroom visits, the children explained all the facts they had 
found out and how their information was going to support them in their project where they 
design a model lighthouse.  There was significant excitement in both classrooms.  Likewise, 
pupils in Nursery showed similar investigation skills last week as they ‘exploded’ a volcano in 
the classroom.  They were thrilled to see the reactions taking place on their volcanic ‘island’.  
The dinosaurs who were also surrounding the eruption seemed to be equally interested in 
the event!  It was a delight to see. 

Values Awards 

Over the previous two weeks, we have explored ‘Respect’ and ‘Love of Reading’ during our 
assembly sessions.  Staff closely monitor children’s engagement with these themes and 
award weekly winners.  A huge well done to all the children who have received the trophy 
lately. 

 

No Idling Competition Winners 

Last term, the School Council launched their No Idling competition.  Pupils from across the 
school entered some wonderful designs which made judging winners  extremely challenging.  
However, we had to select two.  Congratulations to Leila-May and Rose for their winning de-
signs which will now be sent for printing and will be displayed outside school. 

Quality, excellence and passion  



 
Uniform 

 
Our uniform is very important to all our pupils at Heron Park.  Recently, we have seen                     

different PE kits coming into school.  Our uniform for PE is as follows: 
 

Plain black sweatshirts/jumper no hoodies 
Black shorts 
Plain black jogging bottoms 
White t-Shirt 
Black trainers or plimsolls 
Black PE bag with school logo. 
All PE uniform is to be plain. No sports clothing. 
 
I would like to remind all pupils that they should be wearing school shoes unless they are             
participating in PE that day.  In the interests of fairness for the children, sports trainers 
should not be worn at other times. Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 

Attendance 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing support with attendance.  We have high                  
expectations around attendance in school and always remain concerned if children are      

missing key learning points.  We are always here to offer support regarding attendance,            
so please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Attendance this week including our class winners. 

Grasshoppers 99%    Foxes 98% 

Butterflies 95%     Badgers 98% 

Ladybirds 90%     Sycamore 96% 

Swans 97%      Horse Chestnut 96% 

Ducks  96%       Willow 92%   

Rabbits 93%     Oak 95% 

Hedgehogs 99% 

 

 

                          Safeguarding  

Should you ever have any concerns about a child and require advice, you are able to contact      
Child-Line or our school Senior Leadership Team/some members of our Safeguarding 
Team: Mrs. Richardson, Mrs. Crees or Mr Simmonds.  

If you have concerns about a child over the  weekend, you are able to contact the Single 
Point of Advice (SPoA) in East Sussex.  SPoA’s emergency Duty Service telephone number 
is 01273 335 906 or 01273 335 905 Monday to Thursday 5pm to 8.30am and Fridays, 
weekends and bank holidays after 4.30pm to 8.30am. 



 

 
Grand Prize! 

 
For each week of consistent                

attendance, pupils will be       
entered into a Grand Prize 

Draw.  At the end of term, we 
will award a prize of a £50.00  

cinema voucher. 

Attendance Awards 

 
Children who achieve consistent attendance 
across a week will be entered into a weekly 

draw  winning a gift or Book Voucher. 

 

Congratulations to Molly, Adiwa –Grace and 
Elliott who all won a £5 gift voucher for 

amazing  attendance this week.  Durva, Maisie 
and Namman were our winners last week! 

All children demonstrating excellent attend-
ance will be entered into the end of term 

award. 

 

 

 



 

 

What is my child learning this term? 

 

 

A reminder that all the information about 
what your child is learning is on the school 
website.  Please do click on the link on the 
picture here to access the class pages to 
gain further information about the topics 
for this term. 

 

 

Example of a class page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.heronparkprimaryacademy.org/class-pages/


Last week, the booking for Parent Consultations opened.  We are looking forward to 
meeting with you to share your child’s successes.  We will also share the strategies we 
are currently using to ensure your child excels and is ready for the next phase of        
education. 

Thursday 7th of March  3:30-7:00pm 

Thursday 12th of March  3:30-5.00pm 

Please do not hesitate to ask if you would like support in booking an appointment. 

 

Parents Visiting Classes 

Earlier in the term, we shared our next classroom visits where you can join your child in 
their learning experience. The dates were on the poster about World Book Day (this 
poster is included further down on our newsletter).  The dates and times are also                  
included on the table below.  We do hope you are able to join us; we are really looking 
forward to welcoming you into the classrooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The term is likely to pass very quickly and we have plenty of exciting events prepared 
for the children.  Details about forthcoming events (including Comic Relief) are included 
within the rest of the newsletter.  Additionally, we have captured some of the amazing 
learning which has already occurred in classes this term for you to look at.  I do hope 
you enjoy having a read! 

As always, I would like to thank you for all the support you provide your children and our 
school community.  Do have a wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing all the 
children  and families on Monday. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs H Crees 

 

  Monday 4th 
March 

Tuesday 5th 
March 

Wednesday 6th 
March 

  

2.30-3.00pm 

  

  

Reception 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 

Year 6 



 

 

Our School Reading Club           
includes a number of our           
children in Years 5 and 6.       
Currently, they are reading 
books which form part of the 
East Sussex Children’s Book 
Award.  Pupils meet regularly 

with Miss Brown to review the books and are currently 
in the middle of reading ‘Octopus.’   They have shared 
some of their views thus far: 

 

Nashwa... 

I really liked it because it is set in the olden days.  

It has mystery and is exciting.  I couldn’t stop 

reading it because I wanted to see what        

happened next! 

Lily… 

It is good.  It really is         

interesting learning about 

places you’ve been to but in 

the past.  I like learning 

about things that happened 

to people in the past.  I’d 

recommend the book to  

older children because it is 

quite long. 



 

World Book Day 

Thursday 7th March 

Design your own potato book character  

 
Children are invited to design and make their favourite book character out of a 
potato! Suggested method to making a potato book character.  

 

1. Start by making a plan. Perhaps your child would like to draw their potato character on 

a piece of paper first? 

2. Then create a base colour for the character's face using paint. Leave it to dry.  

3. Use more paint or pens, glue, paper and other craft materials to add all the details to 

the character. Be sure to leave any glue to dry before moving it.  

 

Please bring your potato in from Monday 4th March and hand it to your class teacher. 
Prizes will be given to the most imaginative design. Good luck!  We can’t wait to see 
your creations. 

 

 

Dressing up - Thursday 7th March 

Children are invited to dress up as their           

favourite book character.  

 

Parent engagement event 
 

Parents and carers are invited to join their child 
in their classrooms to share and read a book 
together.   

This will be a great opportunity for the children 
to be able to share more about what they enjoy 
so much about reading.  

Monday 4th March: EYFS, Year 1 and 2  

Tuesday 5th March: Year 3 and 4 

Wednesday 6th March: Year 5 and 6 

All sessions will begin at 2.30pm.  

 

Parents and carers will enter via their child’s 
usual gate.  

 

World Book Day takes place on Thursday 7th 
March, and we hope you will join us as we 

come together to celebrate our World Book 
Day in school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mufti-day  

The school council met with Mr Muffett last week and shared that they would like to        
recognise Comic Relief this year.  Children are invited to come into school in non-uniform         
on Friday 15th March.  We invite you to make donations on Arbor towards Comic Relief on 
that day.   

 

 

 



Year 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

 

Pupils in Year 5 have produced some fantastic fairy 
tales and also used their writing skills across the 

curriculum when writing about the Mayan                    
civilization.  The children have reviewed and                 

edited their work carefully.  We are extremely 
proud of them.  

In Year 6, the children have been learning about forces. The 
children completed an experiment with paper aeroplanes to see 
how the different forces and size of the aeroplane affect 
their flight.   They have made some wonderful observations 
about air resistance and the impact of gravity too. 



 

Year 4 

As part of their project to design and make a lighthouse, Year 4 have been learning to 
control a simple circuit connected to a computer. They learnt to set up a Crumble            
microcontroller and then to write a simple program to control the colour of an LED light 
and the way that it flashed on and off. The children are all looking forward to applying 
their learning when designing and making their own lighthouse.  They have made a super 
start! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year three children have been some 
absolutely amazing reading with their 
adults at home.  I was able to visit the 
class the other day and award them 
with special Headteacher stickers.  

Reading with someone at home as well as the work completed in school is so powerful.  
Congratulations! 

 

 



Year 2 

 

 

Year 2 took to the air this week and    
boarded a ‘flight’ to Peru.  I know that they 
had to make some serious considerations as 
to what they might take with them, if they 
were to take the journey.  They developed 

some wonderful passports to make the   
journey as smooth as possible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
Year 1 pupils visited me this week and let me know about their understanding regarding the 
continents around the world.  On one occasion a pupil had created a rather memorable song 
to help them memorise the different areas on our planet.  I know that the children enjoyed 

their practical geography work in the hall. 



Reception 

 

Pupils in Reception have been considering what items 
they would take on their Pirate Ship.  Having written 
about the items they would need on their boat, the 
children explored their own maps and buried treasure 
in certain locations.  They had wonderful ideas about 

how they might travel across 
the islands.  I think the designs 
are fantastic. 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Nursery pupils have been developing their maths skills across the week.  This 
has included running their own shop in the setting.  I was lucky enough to visit the 

facility this week which included purchasing a number items for a very good price.  It 
was fantastic to see the children learning in this appealing role-play area. 

 

 

 



 

 

 





 





 



 

 

 



Term Date Event 

TERM 

4 

Monday 19th February 

Monday 4th March 

Tuesday 5th March 

Tuesday 5th March 

Wednesday 6th March 

Thursday 7th March 

Thursday 7th March 

Friday 8th March  

Tuesday 12th March 

W/C Monday 18th March 

Thursday 28th March 

• First Day of Term 

• Parental Engagement - EYFS, Year 1 & 2 

• Parental Engagement - Year 3 & 4 

• Sycamore Parents Evening 

• Parental Engagement - Year 5 & 6 

• World Book Day - Dress up Day!  

• Parent Consultations 3:30-7:00pm 

• INSET DAY 

• Parent Consultations 3:30-5.00pm 

• Careers Week (including Careers fair)  

• Last day of term 

TERM 

5 

Monday 15th April 

Monday 6th May 

W/C Monday 20th May 

Friday 24th May 

• First day of term 

• BANK HOLIDAY 

• Parental Engagement - from 2:30pm each afternoon. Further details to follow 

• Last day of term 

TERM 

6 

Monday 3rd June 
 

Tuesday 4th June 
 

Monday 17th June 
 

Tuesday 18th June 
 

Wednesday 19th June 
 

Friday 28th June 
 

Friday 19th July  

• INSET DAY 
 

• First day of term 
 

• EYFS Sports Day 1:30-2:30pm 
 

• Y1, Y2 & Y3 Sports Day 1:30-2:45pm 
 

• Y4, Y5 & Y6 Sports Day 1:30-2:45pm 
 

• INSET DAY 
 

Dates will also be published on the school website and social media page.  

Calendar dates are subject to change, we will endeavour to give parents/carers as much notice as possible.   


